


MAGNUM’S 
FIRST

The original exhibition of Magnum 
Photos’ very first group show 
featuring Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
Marc Riboud, Inge Morath, Jean 
Marquis, Werner Bischof, Ernst 
Haas, Robert Capa and Erich 
Lessing.

Jakopic Gallery, Ljubljana, Slovenia.



In 2006, The French Institute in Innsbruck, 
Austria made a curious discovery in its 
basement: sealed in two crates were 83 original 
photographs by eight Magnum photographers. 
Alongside the prints that are glued on colour 
panels, the original exhibition poster and 
introductory text were found inside. 

Dating from an exhibition that toured between 
1955 – 1956, these vintage prints document 
Magnum’s vision at the time when the agency 
was merely a project. “The face of time” 
(Gesicht der Zeit), which was the title for the 
exhibition that toured in five Austrian towns 
before disappearing, seems to be a perfect 
fitting, even more today than it was originally.



Jakopic Gallery, Ljubljana, Slovenia.



TECHNICAL DETAILS

83 black & white photographs, mounted on panels (various 
sizes):

Robert Capa – Festival in the Basque country, 1952: 3 prints
Marc Riboud – Dalmatia, 1951: 9 prints
Werner Bischof – Photographic Diary, 1952-1954: 6 prints
Henri Cartier-Bresson – Gandhi’s funeral, 1948: 17 prints
Ernst Haas – Land of the Pharaons, 1954: 12 prints
Erich Lessing – Austria, Viennese children, 1954: 10 prints
Jean Marquis – Hungary, 1954: 10 prints
Inge Morath – London, Mayfair, 1953: 9 prints

+ 10 cartels (captions and text)
+ 2 original 1956 crates (empty): 95 x 60 x 17 cm (20 kg each)

The exhibition is packed in 5 crates:
A: 146 x 56 x 85 cm (109 kg)
B: 125 x 75 x 95 cm (110 kg)
C: 130 x 74 x 85 cm (105 kg)
D: 127 x 62 x 85 cm (98 kg)
E (2 original crates): 117 x 83 x 61 cm (ca. 90 kg)

Stored in Paris, France.



Photography Journal



Hajduhadhaza, Hungary, 1947.



Meiji Temple, Tokyo, Japan, 1951.



Dalmatia



Dalmatia.



Dalmatia.



Mayfair



Publisher Eveleigh Nash at Buckingham Palace Mall, 1953. 



Bond Street, London, Great-Britain, 1953.



Curzon Street, London, Great-Britain, 1953.



Basque Country, 1951



Village festival, Basque Country, 1951.



Village Festival, Basque Country, 1951.



Village Festival, Basque Country, 1951.



Gandhi, 1948



Gandhi, 1948.



Gandhi, 1948.



Viennese Children, 1954



In the Belevedere Garden, 1954.



The Park at the Hotel de Ville, Vienna, 1954.



Land of Pharaohs



On the film set of "Land of the Pharaohs". Egypt, 1954.



On the film set of "Land of the Pharaohs". Egypt, 1954.



Hungary



Pentecost, Galgahéviz, Hungary, 1954; Budapest’s ruins, relics of 
Elisabeth’s Bridge, 1954.



Pentecost, Galgahéviz, Hungary, 1954.





Magnum Photos is a cooperative of acclaimed, 
independent photographers who share an 
ongoing commitment to documenting world 
events, people, places, daily life and culture. 

Founded in 1947, Magnum Photos has been 
telling stories of the past, defining the present, 
and shaping the future through photography, 
united by its values of authenticity, excellence, 
and respect.

With more than 6.6 million followers online and 
a rolling program of museum shows, 
exhibitions, events and educational initiatives 
across the globe, Magnum photographers 
continue to inspire a growing worldwide 
audience.



Thank you.

For more information, contact Isabella Howard:
isabella.howard@magnumphotos.com
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